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ADDRESS. 


Tun Encouragement we have received in our 
former Endeavours to elucidate the NAT uRAL HISTORY of GREAT 
Bx1TAIN, inspires us with confidence in zubmitting this new Design 
to the Public. We have already published an HIs TOR of the Bizps 

and INSECTS; and intend, in the present Work, to illustrate the 
' SHELLS in a similar manner. Should this also meet with approbation, 
we propose to add, at a future Period, the remaining Classes, in order 
to complete a general Illustration of BRI TIsH Z ooo r in all its 
Branches. | | : 

In the HrsToxy of Bixps we include an important division of the 
Animal productions of this Country, and of our general Design: nor 
is the H Is rox of InsecTs less interesting to the Naturalist. The 
VeRMEs follow these in systematic Order; and in point of Beauty, 
Symmetry, and Singularity, the Testaceous Order, or SHPLLs, imme- 


diately attract our attention. It is an amusing and instructive Depatrt- - 


ment to illustrate; but in many instances is replete with difficulty and 
uncertainty, We trust our labours will be found useful to the scientific 
Enquirer, and free from many of those doubts and errors with which the 
Writings of some preceding Authors on this Subject are obscured. 

We have been for some years engaged in collecting Specimens and 
Information for this Undertaking ; and to a Collection, at once copious 
and extensive, we have fortunately added Selections from several Cabi- 
nets of great Celebrity, and in particular the entire Collection of the 
late EManver Menpes Da Cos rA, Author of the Historia Naturalis 
Tettaceorum Britauniæ. This came into our possession at the death ot 
that eminent Naturalist, and is of the utmost importance to the scientifie 
World. It contains not anly the individual Specimens he has figured and 
described, but many extraordinary and interesting Varieties, nexw and rare 
Species, MS. notes, &c. designed for an improved Edition of that Author's 
Work, but never published. We readily acknowledge the assistance 
derived from this source of information, and shall state specifically 
every instance in which we avail ourselves of it. Many faults in bis 
Work are corrected ; many obscure passages are explained; but in 
general we are indebted to his Notes for detecting them. The new 
Genera of Da Cos rA, as well as the specific Names and Characters, 
are throughout reduced to the more approved System of Linnæus: yet 


as many Admirers of his ingenious Arrangement may still remain, a 
separate 
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Separate Index will be appropriated to elucidate it, with all the Shells 
he has described in his BRITISH ConcuoLocy. | 

Great Britain, from its insular situation, abounds with an amazing 
variety of Marine prodtictions, and of these the testaceous tribe alone 
offers to our view an unbounded field for philosophic and scientific 
investigation. We are aware of the difficulty of ptocuring a complete 
Collection of all the Species that are found on our shores; but this rather 
encourages than deters us in the present Undertaking, as we already 
possess most of those uncommon Species, that are solicitously sought after 
by English Conchologists. It is rarely possible to obtain the Animal 
Inhabitant of the Shell in a living state: such as can be discovered, will 
be figured with their respective Shells. The Figures throughout will be 
correctly delineated and coloured from fine and recent Specimens only; | 
and in many instances, several Figures will be given of each Specics, to 
point out their different stages of growth, or extraordinary varieties in 
form and colour. | 

In the descriptive part, every Author of importance on CN HOLOOT 
will be consulted, from the time of LIS TER, MerreETT, and PRTIVIRũ, 
to the present period; and the information collected from them will be 
added to the scientific Characters assigned to each Species. 

As novelty is the leading feature of most periodical Publications, it 
is customary to give the Subjects in a miscellaneous manner. In a Work 
of this kind, such a mode may, in ſome respects, be exceptionable; 
but is preferable to the uniformity of a systematic arrangement. Out 
BRTTIsH ConcnoLocy shall be published, therefore, in the usual 
manner, not less with a view to amuse the general Reader by a pleasing 
variety and selection of Subjects, than to reserve a place in every Genera 
for new acquisitions ; and when the Work is completed, a copious Index 
will be added, by which each Species may be referred to its proper 
«ration in the LIN NÆAN Atrangement. | 
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